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Understanding 

and Analyzing 

Context 

2: The report identifies the 
area of investigation. 

The report identifies censorship in China as the area of 
investigation. A single perspective—that censorship prevents 
democracy—prevails in the paper. No alternative perspective is 
cited. 

Understanding 

and Analyzing 

Argument 

4: The report summarizes 
specific information with some 
explanation and provides a 
limited analysis of the line of 
reasoning. 

The report summarizes specific information from sources.  The 
line of reasoning is weakened, however, by a claim that 
appears to contradict the primary argument that China uses 
censorship to deter the spread of negative opinions about the 
government:  “Although China has put great efforts into 
creating it’s [sic] own social networks, it has created a social 
hub for bloggers to interact in” forming “a network for users 
online to receive unfiltered news, allowing for people to 
receive information that has not been censored . . . promoting 
transparency and democracy.”  While the report notes that 
protests in China are “risky as the government often jails 
dissidents,” it proposes, as a solution to censorship, that the 
Chinese should protest in Hong Kong and start a petition 
against the Chinese government.  The report does not explain 
how this solution would be any less risky that previous similar 
acts of anti‐government expression. 
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Evaluating 

Evidence 

2: The report identifies various 
items of information but 
makes few or no connections 
between those items of 
information, their relevance to 
the argument and their 
credibility. 

The report identifies items of information but provides no 
commentary as to connections between the pieces of evidence, 
relevance to the argument, or credibility of sources. 

Reflection 

2: The reflection provides little 
or no insight into how the 
student initially viewed the 
problem or how he or she 
approached conducting 
research and solving the 
problem. The reflection also 
describes little or no 
consideration of revisions in 
the student’s writing and 
thinking. 

The reflection focuses primarily on the dynamics of the group. 
Aside from citing the initial challenge of finding resources, the 
report provides virtually no insight into the student’s personal 
approach to the research or into how the student’s personal 
view of the problem evolved over time.  The reflection 
underscores no revisions in writing and/or thinking about the 
problem. 

Selecting and 

Using 

Evidence 

2: The report attributes and 
cites the sources used with a 
reasonable amount of 
accuracy and thoroughness. 

The report attributes and cites sources with a reasonable 
degree of accuracy and thoroughness. 

Grammar and 

Style 

1: The report contains many 
flaws in grammar and style 
that interfere with 
communication to the reader. 

The report contains many flaws in grammar and style that are 
distractions to the reader.  
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Is	Internet	Censorship	Slowing	Democracy?	

Introduction	

With	2.3	billion	and	growing	users	the	Internet	provides	as	a	large	platform	for	sharing	

opinions	and	political	ideas	(Internet	User	By	Country),	but	when	the	Internet	becomes	censored,	

to	what	degree	does	the	censorship	slow	down	the	spread	of	democracy,	or	more	specifically,	to	

what	extent	does	it	slow	the	spread	of	democracy	in	a	country	with	tight	restrictions	like	China?	

China	is	infamous	for	it’s	governmental	censorship	on	its	Internet,	with	500	million	and	increasing,	

Internet	users	in	China	(Lee);	the	role	of	public	opinion	is	becoming	increasingly	substantial.	

Chinese	bloggers	are	taking	action	in	different	ways	to	fight	the	censorship	hoping	to	continue	to	be	

able	to	voice	their	opinions	online.	

	

The	“Chinanet”	

As	far	back	as	1996,	China	has	censored	large	amounts	of	its	Internet,	hoping	to	deter	

Chinese	users	from	voicing	negative	opinions	or	rumors	regarding	the	government	and	to	avoid	

exposing	users	to	global	issues	that	could	cause	unrest	in	China	(Electronic	Frontiers	Australia).	

China	has	become	so	efficient	at	censoring	it’s	own	internet	it	has	created	its	own	“Chinanet”.	

Complete	with	it’s	own	social	networking	sites	that	mirror	globally	used	social	media	sites	like	

Facebook	and	Twitter	but	are	then	given	incentives	to	censor	themselves.	China	has	also	developed	

a	long	list	of	black	listed	words	such	as	empty	chair	(signifying	the	Chinese	dissident	Liu	Xiao	Bo),	

sex,	protest,	Jasmine,	Teng	Biao	(the	Chinese	human	rights	activist),	as	well	as	American	political	

figures	such	as	Hillary	Clinton	and	many	other	words	that	the	Chinese	government	may	feel	as	

though	could	cause	unrest.	(Stout).	The	Chinese	government	censors	approximately	13%	of	all	

social	media	(King),	but	even	with	its	large	amounts	of	effort	put	into	censoring	the	Internet,	

Chinese	users	have	found	different	methods	to	voice	their	thoughts	towards	the	government.	
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Anti‐Government	Bloggers	

Although	China	has	put	great	efforts	into	creating	it’s	own	social	networks,	it	has	created	a	

social	hub	for	bloggers	in	China	to	interact	in.	Weibo	is	one	of	China’s	largest	social	media	sites,	

with	about	300	million	users	able	to	voice	their	opinion.	One	example	of	a	blogger	on	Weibo	

dedicated	to	sharing	the	news	is	a	blogger	who	goes	by	the	name	Yao	Chen.	Yao	Chen,	a	popular	

micro	blogger,	is	similar	to	a	news	broadcasting	station.	Once	Yao	Chen	picks	up	a	story,	it	can	be	

broadcasted	and	shared	to	the	millions	of	users	that	follow	her	(Anti).	This	type	of	exchange	of	

information	forms	a	network	for	users	online	to	receive	unfiltered	news,	allowing	for	people	to	

receive	information	that	has	not	been	censored	and	at	the	same	time	promoting	transparency	and	

democracy.		

Other	than	having	an	“open”	source	for	sharing	news	and	posts,	bloggers	have	developed	

their	own	type	of	language	to	work	around	the	black	listed	words	that	deter	them	from	speaking	

about	events	or	people	that	the	government	wants	to	avoid.	The	developed	slang	isn’t	detected	by	

the	government	firewall	as	it’s	a	language	in	which	only	the	bloggers	understand,	if	an	outsider	

were	to	read	a	news	article	written	in	the	slang	it	would	look	incredibly	strange	and	make	no	sense,	

for	example;	8x8	symbolizes	the	Tianamen	square	incident	(8x8=64	and	6/4	is	the	date	of	the	

incident).	“We	can	do	a	lot	of	things	with	that	kind	of	tough	environment,	because	people	find	many	

creative	ways	to	do	it…It	is	that	kind	of	creativity,	people	find	their	niches	to	try	and	bypass	the	

censorship	system”	says	Isaac	Mao,	an	influential	Chinese	blogger	(Shadbolt).	Bloggers	in	China	will	

not	so	easily	be	stopped	and	continue	to	develop	new	ways	to	continue	to	discuss	political	issues	

online.	

	

Bloggers	Taking	to	the	Streets	
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As	China’s	grip	on	the	exchange	of	information	continues	to	tighten,	it	has	pushed	bloggers	to	

take	action	and	protest.	Protests	in	China	are	seen	as	risky	as	the	government	often	jails	dissidents;	

but	recently	an	anti‐censorship	protest	took	place	in	front	of	a	southern	newspaper	when	the	

newspaper	claimed	that	the	government	was	allowing	more	internet	freedom	(Kaiman).	The	

outrage	expressed	by	some	bloggers	who	had	personal	essays	taken	down	by	the	censors	could	be	

felt	through	the	rare	display	of	public	anger;	"I	feel	the	ordinary	people	must	awaken,"	said	one	of	

the	protesters,	Yuan	Fengchu.	"The	people	are	starting	to	realize	that	their	rights	have	been	taken	

away	by	the	Communist	party	and	they	are	feeling	that	they	are	being	constantly	oppressed”	

(Beijing).	The	expressions	of	the	bloggers’	opinions	are	pushing	not	only	the	government,	but	also	

other	citizens	to	understand	that	democracy	is	spreading	and	the	public	voice	should	no	longer	be	

ignored.	

	

Pro‐Government	Bloggers	

As	the	anti‐government	bloggers	work	hard	to	voice	their	opinions	while	dodging	the	

censors,	the	pro‐government	bloggers	are	able	to	voice	their	opinions	freely.	Other	than	ordinary	

bloggers	who	may	genuinely	support	the	government,	there	are	also	government‐hired	bloggers.	

The	50	Cent	Party	is	a	group	of	pro	government	online	bloggers.	The	name	of	the	“party”	refers	to	

the	alleged	fee	in	which	they	are	paid	for	every	post	made	which	is	promoting	the	government.	

Private	bloggers	are	paid	by	the	government	to	pretend	to	be	“ordinary”	users	while	in	fact	

promoting	the	CCP	in	a	nontransparent	fashion,	to	attempt	to	guide	public	opinion	in	a	certain	

direction.	Unlike	anti‐government	bloggers,	people	that	take	part	in	the	50	Cent	Party	have	the	

freedom	to	post	whatever	as	long	as	it	advocates	for	the	government	and	complies	with	how	the	

government	aims	to	project	itself.	Other	usages	of	the	50	Cent	Party	have	recorded	that	they	release	

information	to	blur	the	facts	of	certain	incidents.	This	discrete	government	propaganda	slows	the	
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spread	of	democracy,	as	the	people	will	fail	to	receive	proper	information	about	the	government	

and	be	able	to	have	a	full	understanding	of	what	is	happening	politically.	(Cook)	

	

Conclusion	and	Solution	

The	censorship	of	Internet	does	slow	the	spread	of	democracy	in	China	as	it	blocks	the	

ability	to	freely	expresses	thoughts	and	seems	to	reduce	the	importance	of	public	opinion.	

Democracy	can	bring	a	more	transparent	and	less	corrupted	government	and	will	allow	for	the	

people	to	share	their	thoughts	and	create	a	better	government.	As	long	as	Chinese	citizens	realize	

that	censorship	is	an	issue	and	are	willing	to	continue	to	fight	for	freedom	of	expression,	democracy	

will	continue	to	spread.		

As	the	issue	on	censorship	grows	and	the	Chinese	government	continues	to	tighten	it’s	grip	

on	the	spread	of	information,	a	step	in	the	right	direction	that	can	be	taken	is	starting	protests	in	

Hong	Kong,	creating	a	petition	against	the	Chinese	government.	Protests	and	petitions	can	be	seen	

as	effective	as	can	be	seen	exemplified	by	the	Arab	Spring	protests	in	Egypt	and	also	more	locally,	

the	recent	Hong	Kong	protest	against	the	national	education.	Although	part	of	China,	Hong	Kong	is	

an	open	place	to	protesting	freedom	of	expression.	In	recent	events	enraged	students	and	parents	

successfully	petitioned	and	protested	against	the	implementation	of	national	education	(Bradsher).	

The	success	that	was	achieved	through	the	peaceful	protests	can	be	used	to	fight	the	Chinese	

government	to	allow	for	a	free	exchange	of	information	and	freedom	of	expression.	
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Reflection 

 

Group Dynamics 

I think our group worked well together most of the time, although a little chaotic our 

group worked through whatever issues that came up. Having only three members in a team 

worked to our advantage as it meant that we only had to keep up with two other people and we 

could make sure that everyone’s work was done on time, this allowed us to be more focused on 

the task. 

I think the most important aspect that allowed for our group to work well was the fact that 

from the start we made sure we had guidelines and made sure that we were open to 

discussions about any ideas that came up. Another thing that also helped our group with our 

collaboration was our constant checking in with each other and making sure we knew what 

other members were writing and researching about, this allowed for us to stay cohesive with our 

topics. I think the most difficult part of the group work aspect was after we each wrote our 

individual report we had to come together and meld it all together to make a final group one 

together. Although each member had a small different subtopic to write about in our own 

individual papers, there were overlaps in information, and it was sometimes hard to meld the 

information together. It was also difficult sometimes as some members of the team weren’t 

always on task or didn’t seem to have the same view on changes that needed to be made. 

 

The Research and Personal Paper 

 I think for the personal paper the hardest part was planning everything in the beginning, 

as a group we set out the topics we wanted to cover and went to research our own topic and 
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over time we found that there were aspects of some topics that we couldn’t find research on so 

as a group we would have to rearrange some of our topics so that we all had a good topic to 

research on and had enough information to work with for our personal paper. 

 At the beginning of my personal research it was difficult to find information as I was 

given the topic of trying to understand the viewpoints of bloggers behind the Chinese Firewall. In 

the beginning it was difficult to find any credible sources or interesting information without my 

topic without having it come from small bloggers that didn’t even come from within China, but 

after talking with the group and having some help I was able to look at my research methods in 

a different perspective and was able to find some valuable research and even found a TED talk 

and some interviews from bloggers that were from China. I think the research that I found 

helped to build a paper that gave new insight as to what it’s like as a blogger dealing with the 

Chinese Firewall.  

 Although I think that the final solution that our group agreed on isn’t a huge step that can 

be seen as a revolutionary change towards our issue, I think it’s a new way of solving the 

problem that could perhaps make an impact. Looking back at the project it’s actually quite nice 

to see at how much I’ve learnt about the local issue, it’s interesting to be able to study the 

Chinese government and look at how they utilize the internet as a tool to help keep in power, 

and also on the flip side, how people can become so creative and innovative to continue to 

voice their opinions and be able to get around obstacles that are placed in their way.  

(604)  
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