
IWA_South	  American	  Education_14	  out	  of	  42	  
	  

	  	  Score	  row	   Total	  number	  of	  points	  earned:	  
14	  (out	  of	  42	  possible	  points)	  

Scoring	  Commentary	  	  

	  
IWA-‐1	  

	  
12	  

	  
Research	  question	  not	  well	  focused	  and	  overly	  broad	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
IWA-‐2	  

	  
2	  

	  
Inaccurately	  represents	  perspectives	  (e.g.,	  dropping	  out	  of	  
school	  in	  the	  US	  is	  considered	  “disgraceful”)	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
IWA-‐3	  

	  
2	  

The	  argument	  cites	  some	  data	  but	  makes	  broad	  statements	  
(e.g.,	  the	  reason	  for	  lack	  of	  education	  in	  SA	  countries)	  with	  
no	  supporting	  evidence	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
IWA-‐4	  

	  
2	  

	  
The	  sources	  given	  were	  treated	  as	  credible	  with	  little	  if	  any	  
justification	  (What	  credentials	  did	  Kelly	  have,	  for	  example)	  	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
IWA-‐5	  

	  
2	  

	  
The	  argument	  is	  poorly	  structured	  and	  seems	  to	  repeat	  
points	  at	  random	  places	  in	  the	  discussion	  (for	  example,	  	  
infrastructure)	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
IWA-‐6	  

	  
1	  
	  
	  
	  

Little	  connection	  between	  claims	  and	  evidence	  

	  
IWA-‐7	  

	  
2	  
	  
	  
	  

Sources	  are	  cited	  in	  paper	  but	  not	  in	  a	  form	  that	  makes	  
clear	  it	  is	  a	  source	  

	  
IWA-‐8	  

	  
1	  
	  
	  
	  

The	  writing	  is	  not	  clear	  and	  concise	  with	  awkward	  phrasing	  
and	  poorly	  structured	  or	  incomplete	  sentences	  

 
  



IWA_South	  American	  Education_14	  out	  of	  42	  
	  

The Problem with South American Education 
	  
	  
	  

When I was on a mission trip in Ecuador I once asked my Compassion child, Wendy, 
what education meant to her.  She responded that an education was her way out of poverty and 
into a more carefree life where she could help someone like our church family was helping her. 
As our conversation in Ecuador continued I learned that Compassion International is the only 
reason that she had been able to remain in school.  Her family could not afford to keep her or her 
other siblings in school on their own.  Without outside assistance of a program like Compassion 
International, Wendy would have had to stay on the family farm and work in order to keep food on 
the table.  The cycle of poverty and the lack of education may have continued for Wendy if it 
weren’t for the help of Compassion International. Situations similar to Wendy’s are common 
throughout Latin America, which lacks in education, when compared to the United States . 

	  

	  
As seen in figure nine from Barfords Shape of the Global Causes of death from the 

International Journal of Health Geographics, the amount of poverty in Latin America is greater 
when compared to that of the United States. 

	  
	  

In the United States, dropping out or failing high school is typically considered to be 
shameful or disgraceful. Unfortunately, in developing countries this shame is often a harsh 
reality.  According to the Center for International Higher Education, who believes that international 
perspective leads to better policy and practice. In Mexico, the dropout rate is 39%.  Even more 
shocking are the rates of Chile, Brazil and Argentina at 39%, 41% and 73%, respectively. When 
comparing these to the United States’ dropout rate of 8%, these Latin American dropout rates 
are truly astonishing. (Kelly) Latin America has no legal dropout age, while in the United States 
the legal age is 17. The cost of living is high in Latin American countries due to a poor 
infrastructure. The under-developed roads and transportation systems in these developing 
nations make it very difficult to not only maintain and harvest a farm, but also to transport and sell 
goods in order to make a profit for a family. 

	  
	  

Education in Latin America is lacking when compared to the United States for a few 
reasons.  These include the lack of a well-established government, a poorly developed 
infrastructure, as well as a poor economy.  All of these contribute to the overwhelming poverty 
levels seen in these Latin American countries. In figure nine from Barfords Shape of the Global 
Causes of Death, the amount of poverty in Latin America is visibly greater then that of the United 
States.  Webster’s Dictionary defines poverty as “the state of one who lacks a usual or socially 
acceptable amount of money or material possessions’ (Webster). According to the World Data 
Bank, a person living in Latin America and other 3rd world nations are considered to be in 
poverty if they make $4.00 per day or less.  Engle and Black said poverty is credited in harming 
the educational system because of the cost of school in developing countries and the home life a 
student returns too. (2) The actual cost of school is not the burden on the family.  Rather, it is the 
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cost of living that makes it hard to survive. In Argentina, college is free but there is only a 23% 
attendance rate. The attendance rate is this low due to the high cost of living. (Kelly, Paragraph 
2) 

	  
	  

Lower income children raised in poverty experience a “double jeopardy” type of situation. 
They are influenced by their lack of financial assistance as well as the actions of their parents. 
The parents lack the finances to provide for the family, forcing children to decide between food or 
an education. The Developmental System Theory (DST), in short, is a theory that suggests the 
beliefs of a parent, guardian, or other influencing individual become a tradition. (Ploeger) When a 
lower income child is forced to drop out of school, get a job, and provide for their family, it 
creates a belief that surviving is more important than education. When that generation grows up 
and has children, the belief that providing for a family is important even if it means giving up an 
education, is then transferred to their children. What started as a belief becomes a tradition, and 
the tradition creates a cycle of poverty that many individuals see themselves not being able to 
leave. 

	  
	  

For many college student  in Latin America to be able to provide their basic needs  and 
go to school, many have to work 30-40 hour jobs while attending school full time. The end result 
for many of these college students is that they become overwhelmed with work and school and 
dropout, returning to the cycle of poverty and repeating the same history of those who came 
before them (Kelly). For the few students that do not drop out, actually completing college is 
even more unlikely.The demand for jobs requiring a higher education, such as engineers, is at an 
all time high. Many college students are recruited to work before even graduating. The students 
are recruited during there final year(s) of college. The last year for an engineer student is taking 
what they learned and practicing it in a rotation. This recruiting causes a student to never 
complete this last year, resulting in the lack of a diploma and never finishing college. In some 
cases this works out as a benefit but in most the end result is ending up back working for a 
family business. (Kelly) 

	  
	  

Latin American Countries are faced with the challenge of ending an on-going tradition. A 
tradition greatly influenced by poverty that is caused by a poor infrastructure. An infrastructure is 
the basic equipment and structures (roads and bridges) a country needs to function properly. A 
lacking road system would require farm families to need more assistance taking a harvest to 
market. In most cases this requires taking children out of school, as a cheap way to provide the 
additional labor. As children miss school they  find themselves falling behind and some cases 
eventually drop out. If the tradition of dropping out of school, to help out on the family farm is 
stopped it can lead to more educated individuals. The educated and higher paid individuals can 
help improve the infrastructure of the country, resulting in better schools, roads, jobs, and a 
better economy. With improved roads becomes better travel, causing the need for less laborers 
on a farm, resulting in children staying in school and pursuing an education. 

	  
	  

With an educated society, a country can make better educated decisions. Educated 
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decision or informed choices help create a more educated voting class resulting in a more 
citizen friendly government.  This in turn can result in a country with an improved infrastructure. 
With a better infrastructure poverty rates can be lowered and children can pursue an education. 

	  
	  

In order for children and young adults in developing nations such as those in Latin 
America to rise above poverty and to obtain an education, they currently need the help from 
outside programs such as Compassion International, UNICEF and others.  We cannot change 
or fix the problems in nations such as these, but we can provide aid and counsel to those who 
seek to find a way out of their situation. Through scholarships and grants from humanitarian 
organizations, impoverished children can find a way out of their situations and be given the 
opportunity for higher education.  We can only hope that these children will return to their native 
countries and provide aid to others when they are able. 

	  
	  

In the past two decades, education rates have increased in Ecuador, Bolivia, and other 
Latin American Countries nearly 40%. (Gross) In the past decade, there has been nearly an 
improvement to 1 out of every 6 roads in Latin America. The improvement is adding roads where 
there were previously none and paving roads that were previously dirt or gravel.   In Latin 
America there has been a overall financial gross  of nearly 2.5% each year for the last decade, a 
25% increase total.  (Sosa and Tsuonta)  As financial situations increased over the decade, 
education rates increased as well. 

	  
	  

It can be concluded that poverty, infrastructure, and government of a country have a 
direct influence on a country's education rates. When a country has a better economy, advanced 
infrastructure and effective government, education strives; America is prime example. When a 
country is lacking in these three things education falters; Latin American countries like Argentina 
and Ecuador are some great examples. When an individual is educated they can work higher 
paying jobs, creating more revenue for a government through taxes. These same taxes can then 
help further improve that country’s education and road system. 

	  
	  

The problem in Latin American countries today is simple, lacking education due to poor 
finances and government. The solution seems easy, educate a society, thus creating higher 
paying jobs, which in turn generates more revenue and tax money that will flow back into the 
government. Unfortunately this is not a reality for many in Latin America.   There are few children, 
like Wendy, who will receive an education. The few who do are given a chance to help impact 
education in their country. With their education they will have a way to escape the cycle of 
poverty, impact their family and the future generations to come by improving the infrastructure 
and the economy. 

As an individual, we can help improve the life and future of children like Wendy with 

sponsorships through non profits like compassion international. Through sponsorships the cost 

of school is lifted off of a families shoulders and children receive an education as well as food. 
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With an education an individual in Latin America can per sue a career they never dreamed of. 

Through these sponsorships Latin America’s future can be impacted. 
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